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Tulips, pretty little flowers with vivid colors, are very popular all over the world. They
are very beautiful, but there is nothing special about them. However, you may be a bit
surprised to learn that the flower has a very unique, dramatic history.

Today many people think that tulips come from *the Netherlands, but actually, that is not
true. No one is sure where the first tulips came from, but one thing is clear; it was not from
the Netherlands. The first wild tulips probably grew thousands of years ago somewhere
between Northern China and Southern Europe. As far as we know, tulips were first imported
to the Netherlands from *the Ottoman Empire (now Turkey) in the 1590s.

Rulers in the Ottoman Empire, called *sultans, were fascinated by tulips. From the late

fifteenth to early eighteenth centuries, Wtulips were the symbol of wealth and high social

position in the Ottoman Empire. People held special festivals to celebrate tulips. There was a

special law to control the access to the flowers. Most people were not allowed to grow, buy,
or sell them. Passion for tulips in the Ottoman Empire was so great that even a historical era
is named after them; it is called the Tulip period, or the Tulip era.

So, how did tulips travel a long way to the Netherlands? A *Dutch ambassador at the
Ottoman Empire was so fascinated by the flower that he decided to send several samples to
his *botanist friend, Carolus Clusius, in the Netherlands. He planted the tulip *bulbs and found
that they were strong enough to survive the severe climate of the country. More importantly,
tulips were different from any other flowers in Europe at that time; their unique shape, soft

and delicate lines, and vivid colors were very exotic-looking. (@It didn't take long before tulips

became widely popular in the Netherlands and became a major status symbol of the era.

At that time, merchants in the Netherlands were very rich from trading with other
countries. However, tulips were very difficult to get and many wealthy people wanted them,
so the tulip bulbs became very expensive. At first only wealthy merchants could get them.
But in 1630 a new business began: ®tulip trading. Traders bought tulip bulbs and sold them
at a much higher price to other people. It seemed an easy way to make money fast.

For some tulips with unique *patterns, merchants would pay very high prices. Because

of this, the prices of the flower bulbs increased sharply. @WSemper Augustus, a unique type of

tulip with a striped, multi-colored pattern, was a good example. In the 1620s, it was 1,000

*guilders, and in the 1630s, it was 5,500 guilders for a single bulb. & That [ the money / was

/ much / a rich merchant / in / by / as / as / earned ] a year! The huge price rise of the




tulip bulbs didn't end there. Everyone was borrowing money to buy tulip bulbs. Ordinary
farmers and workers *risked their livelihoods to buy them. You may be surprised that one
man traded his farmhouse for three tulip bulbs in 1633. By the first month of 1637, the prices
of a single Semper Augustus doubled; it was sold for 10,000 guilders. That was more than the
cost of a large, gorgeous house with a garden in Amsterdam. At that time, homes in that city
were one of the most expensive in the world.

To everyone’s surprise, the prices of the tulip bulbs kept growing. It seemed that the
price would only go up and that the passion for tulips would continue forever. Suddenly,
however, this tulip boom reached its peak and the market for tulips crashed. By the end of
the year 1637, prices began to fall and never came back. Imagine that you bought a bulb for
10,000 guilders yesterday, but it is worth nothing today! @m led to a *financial crash and
panic all over the country. The lives of ordinary people were destroyed. They lost
everything: their money, their homes, their lands, and their farms.

It is said that this ‘Tulip Bubble’ was the first recorded financial @Mbubble in history.
Since it is one of the most famous market bubbles of all time, there are many interesting

stories about it. ®The most famous one is probably about a sailor. Surprisingly, the sailor

was put in *prison after eating a tulip bulb! The poor sailor thought it was an onion and ate it
by mistake. The “onion” was, in fact, a Semper Augustus tulip bulb. At that time, the bulb
had the value of more than enough money to prepare food for a whole ship’s crew members
for 12 months!

According to some recent research, however, the financial crash was not as big as people
thought. Even if the damage was not so serious, the story of “Tulip Bubble” surely gives us
an important lesson: *Greed is bad and chasing prices can be dangerous.

Today, tulips are for everyone, not just for the rich. That is good news for the Dutch as
they make hundreds of millions of dollars a year from tulip sales to ordinary people all over

the world.
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Most people in the Ottoman Empire could not get tulips.
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People celebrated tulips at a special festival.

There was a law to limit the access to tulips.

Ho3 o~ N

The Ottoman Empire was named after tulips.
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Rich merchants in the Netherlands imported tulip bulbs from other countries.
Wealthy people bought tulip bulbs and traded them for more expensive ones.

Many farmers planted tulips in order to sell them at a much higher prices later.

H O3~ N

It was a way to earn money quickly by getting tulip bulbs and selling them to others.
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It was a kind of tulip with unusual patterns.

>
A It had a striped pattern and many different colors.

77 In the 1620s, its value was more than 5,000 guilders per bulb.
T

By January 1637, its bulb cost more than a large house in Amsterdam.
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The prices of the tulip bulbs continued growing.

The tulip market survived after the tulip boom reached its peak.

The tulip prices began to fall and never came back.

The value of the tulip bulbs went up to 10,000 guilders.
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What does “bubble” mean in this story?
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It is a good or lucky situation, but it will not continue long.
It is the activity of buying and selling goods between people or countries.
It is a round ball of liquid, made up of air and soap water.

It is the business of making products in new and different styles.
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It is not clear where the first tulips came from, but it seems that the first wild
tulips grew in the southern part of the Netherlands.

It is thought that tulips were first imported to the Ottoman Empire from the
Netherlands in the late 16th century.

It was against the law for ordinary people in the Netherlands to buy or sell unique
tulip bulbs, so the flowers became very expensive.

In the early 17th century, unique tulips were so popular that people bought tulip
bulbs even by borrowing money and risking their livelihoods.

Some recent research shows that the financial impact of the tulip bubble crash was
much bigger than people believed.

The story of “Tulip Bubble” teaches us that too much desire for money is not a

good thing.
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There is too much light in many cities around the world. It comes from street-lights,
building lights, and advertising lights for stores and other businesses. From a distance you
can see the glow of many cities in the night sky.

Too much light can make seeing stars harder. Wb LEZIZ-> X ) Azl3niE, A4 &
DDV A~NAT 72 1P X7 5 72\, Observatories, a building for scientists to watch

the planets and the stars, are usually located in low-light areas. For example, the California
Institute of Technology built its observatory on Palomar Mountain in the 1930s. @ Z @35t
. ECHRE TR EL LR ICESDEEZ L I ENTE 20T, #EiFh/, Butover
the years many cities have been built up in southern California, and @Z i 5 O#HTH 5 5 K %
K7D, HDOZRIEIVHEIE VH L% >TLF 57, The Palomar Observatory has tried

to work with local governments to reduce the light so that they can continue their important

work.
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